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The 5th Annual Disarmament &
International Security Affairs
Fellowship Program (13-31 January
2025) fellows called on External
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar on
30 January & interacted over 60
minutes on diverse themes of current
relevance in diplomacy & security. 
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In the second month of the Induction
Training Program, IFS Officer Trainees (OTs)
of the 2024 Batch had  sessions with
Secretary(West) & Secretary(CPV & OIA) on
16 January 2025.



& Solomon Islands) represented this year showed the importance of this program.
This year we designed the program in such a manner that it had a good mix of
knowledge sessions with both Indian & International experts, visits to important
security linked institutions both in Delhi and outside in other cities, and also the
opportunity to understand India’s diversity by including in the program visits to
Taj Mahal, Lotus Temple, Pradhan Mantri Sangrahalaya, Mumbai, Bengaluru, and
the live session of Republic Day parade.  In 24 knowledge sessions we included six
diverse security dimensions of international importance - Nuclear, Space,
Maritime, Technology, Environment, & Health.
IFS Officer Trainees of 2024 batch along with two diplomats from Bhutan
continued their second month of Induction Training Program which focused on
Diplomatic processes relating to the functional aspects in both missions abroad
as well as in the Ministry. Communication skills and digital toolkit were further
sharpened during January. Last week of January was devoted to States
Attachment in which OTs in five groups of seven each, visited Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, and Tamil Nadu. In each of these states, program
included the capital city and another cultural heritage city with focus on four Ts of
Talent, Technology, Tourism, & Trade, which are the key pillars of Diplomacy for
Development, particularly focusing on international engagements of States,
promoting opportunities connected with these four Ts. The Cultural & Academic
Committees of OTs organized professional events celebrating rich cultural
diversity of Indian festivals. 
The Institute also hosted Orientation Sessions for the participants of the 81st
Know India Programme, conducted by MEA’s Diaspora Engagement Division.
Our calendar for year 2025 is already looking very complete and rich with diversity
of programs both thematically as well as geographically. Our attempts to move
towards paperless training are also showing results in enhancing training
efficiency & effectiveness. More exciting and rewarding times are ahead for sure.
With best wishes from SSIFS Family.

[Raj Kumar Srivastava]
 New Delhi​​​​​​​

31 January 2025

Dear Readers,  Dear Friends,
January of each year, for Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign
Service, brings our most awaited flagship program for foreign
diplomats - The Annual Disarmament & International Security
Affairs Fellowship Program, the 5th edition of which was held
between 13-31 January 2025, with participation of 34
diplomats from 33 countries. The countries (6 from Africa, 12
from Asia, 8 from Latin America, 4 from Europe, USA, Australia

2

FROM DEAN’S DESK



Training Programs for Foreign
Diplomats
5th Annual Disarmament and
International Security Affairs
Fellowship Program
The Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign
Service (SSIFS) organised the 5th
Annual Disarmament and International
Security Affairs Fellowship at New
Delhi from 13-31 January 2025. The
Fellowship is an annual flagship
programme and is organised in
collaboration with the Disarmament
and International Security Affairs
Division of the Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India.
The Fellowship aims at equipping
participants with knowledge and
perspectives on issues related to
contemporary disarmament, non-
proliferation, arms control,  
international security affairs, and
familiarising them with India & India’s
foreign policy. 

‘Agenda for Disarmament- Securing our
common future’.
The 5th Annual D&ISA Fellowship was
inaugurated on 13 January by Amb Raj
Kumar Srivastava, Dean (SSIFS). Eminent
speakers, both international and
domestic, on the subject of disarmament
and international security, addressed the
participants.
The three-weeks long Fellowship included
24 Knowledge Sessions with experts in
Security issues drawn from Diplomacy,
International Institutions & Think Tanks,
visits to 5 Institutions in 4 cities to
understand Space, Nuclear, Maritime,
Emerging Technology & Non-Traditional
Security.
This year, 34 young diplomats
representing 33 different countries,
cutting across geographies participated in
the Fellowship. To have a deeper
understanding of India, the diplomats also
visited heritage sites & attended the
Republic Day celebrations, sessions on
Yoga & Ayurveda besides enjoying diverse
cuisines.
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The initiatives
fulfil the
mandate of
UNGA
Resolution
“United Nations
study on
disarmament
and non-
proliferation
education” and
is in line with the
focus on
“Disarmament
Education” in UN
Secretary
General’s 
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5th Annual Disarmament & International Security Affairs Fellowship Program 
(13-31 January 2025) - Some Glimpses from Social Media
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5th Annual Disarmament & International Security Affairs Fellowship Program 
(13-31 January 2025) - Some Glimpses from Knowledge Sessions 
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5th Annual Disarmament & International Security Affairs Fellowship Program 
(13-31 January 2025) - Some Glimpses from Mumbai & Bengaluru
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5th Annual Disarmament & International Security Affairs Fellowship Program 

Valedictory Day Presentations by Participants on diverse International Security Affairs
Themes covered in the Fellowship Program 

Five Themes- Nuclear Disarmament, Maritime Security,  Emerging Technologies, Climate
Change, & Disaster Risk Reduction 
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Induction Training Program for 2024 Batch IFS Officer
Trainees (OTs) in January 2025

The 2024 Batch IFS Officer Trainees and two Bhutanese diplomats began the 2nd
month of their Induction Training Program with sessions on diplomatic processes,
with a focus on administrative, establishment & financial processes; Consular &
Parliamentary procedures and Diplomatic Communication skills. The OTs
attended a one-day module on Critical & Emerging Technologies, designed by
Carnegie India. The OTs also got an exposure on Ethical AI frameworks through a
one-day program at Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC).
They also had an opportunity to interact with the visiting diplomats from 33
countries for the D&ISA Fellowship Program held at SSIFS. They participated in the
session on Disarmament & Multilateralism by Ms. Izumi Nakamitsu, Under-
Secretary General and High Representative for Disarmament at New York and on
Nuclear Risk Reduction by Ms. Renata Dwan, Special Advisor to the UNSG’s Envoy
on Technology & Former Director of UNIDIR.
A week-long attachment organized in five groups of seven OTs each to five states
(Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, & Madhya Pradesh) completed the
second month of training program for the OTs
The OTs also attended sessions on ‘Introduction to Bridge’ by a professional
Bridge Player from the Delhi Bridge Association.
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Diplomatic Communications Skills Session resulted into good
outcomes & performance by OTs

Dean SSIFS, Amb. Raj Kumar Srivastava provided a framework for developing communications
skills both for public speaking as well as for diplomatic dispatches. The practical exercises by
OTs brought out the quick learning curve that OTs demonstrated in this field. 
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Diplomatic Communications Skills Session by OTs
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Glimpses from IFS OTs’ States Attachment 
Bihar, UP, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, & MP (27-31 January 2025)

The visit to Patna Sahib stands as a
testament to the truth that the call
of the Divine transcends all plans
and itineraries. For the IFS trainees,
it became a profound, peace-filled
encounter, bringing a sense of
fulfillment to their visit to Bihar.

Immersed in contemplative
meditation under the hallowed
shade of the Mahabodhi Tree.

At South Asia's largest indoor
athletics center housed in Kalinga
Stadium, Bhubaneswar, Odisha

In front of Wheel at Konark Sun
Temple. - Wheel is a depiction of
cultural diversity and heritage
which served as the iconic
backdrop at G20 Summit infront of
which honourable Prime Minister
welcomed G20 leaders.

Call on Shri. Manoj Ahuja, Chief
Secretary, Odisha. Discussing Prime
Minister's mantra of 3Ts - Trade,
Tourism & Technology - Viksit Bharat.

With a Tibetan monk at Dhamek
Stupa, Sarnath 

Call on Principal Secretary,
Tourism & Culture, Govt of UP 

Holding ODOP gifts at Lok
Bhawan (UP Secretariat)

Tamil Nadu Madhya Pradesh

Bihar Uttar Pradesh 
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Life at SSIFS in January for OTs - Celebrating Pongal,
Organising Debates, Learning Bridge & much more



81st Know India Programme

SSIFS conducted a half-day orientation programme for the participants of the 81st
Know India Programme (KIP) on 02 January 2025, in collaboration with the
Diaspora Engagement (DE) Division. 30 young Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) from
11 countries took part in the KIP. In his inaugural address, Dean gave a
presentation on “Bharat - The Land of Knowledge/Vedabhoomi” explaining
linkages between Dharma, Religion & Science and connection between Sanskrit &
Chess and elaborated upon the knowledge manifested in Vedas & Upanishads. The
orientation programme at SSIFS was aimed at enhancing the understanding for
the Younger Indian Diaspora of their ”Grand” motherland. The KIP is a flagship
initiative for Diaspora engagement that familiarises Indian-origin youth (18-30
years) with their Indian roots and contemporary India through a 25-day
orientation programme organised by MEA’s DE Division.
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Training Programme for MEA Officials

Accounts & IMAS Training Programme was conducted at SSIFS from
30th December 2024 to 06th January 2025. 32 MEA Officials of the
rank of Section Officer/ Private Secretaries and below attended the
programme.

Digital Transformation in Training Methods at SSIFS

As part of our drive to use digital technology for efficient & effective
training methodology, SSIFS has successfully launched the Learning
Management Software (LMS) through which the training of IFS OTs has
become entirely paperless where all reference materials, submissions,
and exams are conducted on LMS platform making the training
efficient, transparent, and smarter. Further the SSIFS website is now
updated in realtime in-house without the need of a service provioder,
bringing “Self Reliance” in our digital transformation. 
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SSIFS & IIMC Partnership for Sharing Best Practices &
Curriculum Development Advisory for new MA Program on

Diplomacy & International Relations at IIMC
In line with the Hon'ble PM's call for de-siloization, and in an effort to strengthen
cooperation with other CSTIs, Amb. Raj Kumar Srivastava, Dean(SSIFS) addressed
the students of the newly commenced MA program at @IIMC_India on the topic
'Art of Diplomacy'. Engaging the students, the Dean talked about evolving and
upgrading diplomatic communication skills to suit the demands of the new digital
age.

Dean (SSIFS) received Ambassadors of Tunisia & Armenia
and discussed future cooperation in the field of diplomatic

training and sharing of best practices 



About Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service
 
The Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service (SSIFS) was
established in 1986 by the Government of India primarily to cater to
the professional training needs of the Indian Foreign Service and the
Ministry of External Affairs. SSIFS has diversified its activities to
include Courses for foreign diplomats in its efforts to build bridges of
friendship and cooperation with countries around the world and
courses of interest to staff and officers at all levels of the Ministry of
External Affairs as well as other Civil Services. The Institute is located
at Baba Gangnath Marg, Old JNU Campus, New Delhi.
 
SSIFS is headed by the Dean, a senior Foreign Service Officer in the
Ministry of External Affairs. The current Dean is Shri Raj Kumar
Srivastava. SSIFS has an extensive pool of guest faculty drawn from
experts in the field of academics and research, media, public life,
industry and trade, senior serving and retired diplomats and other
government officials.

 

Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service
Ministry of External Affairs, Baba Gangnath Marg, Old JNU Campus,
New Delhi - 110067, India
Phone: 26181272, 26181362 | Email: js2.ssifs@mea.gov.in
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